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SECTION 1.
(a) (1) The Legislature finds and declares that since the Columbine High 
School shootings that occurred in 1999, more than 250 people have been 
killed in the United States during what has been classified as active 
shooter and mass casualty incidents. These incidents involve one or more 
suspects who participate in an ongoing, random, or systematic shooting 
spree, demonstrating the intent to harm others with the objective of mass 
murder.
(2) It has become evident that these events may take place in any 
community or venue and that they impact fire and police departments, 
regardless of their size or capacity. Local jurisdictions vary widely in 
available emergency response resources, staffing, and equipment 
allocations. Protocols and training for response to active shooter incidents 
must be established locally to work within the resource capabilities and 
limitations of each jurisdiction.
(b) It is therefore the intent of the Legislature to do all of the following:

(1) Require the development of collaborative protocols and relationships between local and state first response 
entities, including law enforcement agencies, fire departments, and emergency medical services providers and 
agencies, in order that those entities shall act effectively and in concert to address active shooter incidents across 
California.

(2) Require first response entities to seek collaborative training opportunities, including table top or simulation 
exercises, to assess plan implementations, and to include other entities that may be involved in active shooter 
incidents in those trainings, such as schools, city or county personnel, and private businesses.
(3) Require basic and ongoing training for law enforcement agency personnel, fire department personnel, 
emergency medical services personnel, and the personnel for other first responders include, as appropriate, training 
and education on active shooter incidents and tactical casualty care.
(c) It is further the intent of the Legislature that each first response entity, in collaboration with other law enforcement 
agencies, fire departments, and emergency medical services providers and agencies, develop protocols for 
responding to active shooter incidents. It is the intent of the Legislature that those protocols be reviewed annually to 
ensure that they are current, and address any policy, geographic, or demographic changes that warrant a response 
strategy review. The Legislature intends that the protocols address all of the following:
(1) The roles, responsibilities, and policies of each entity in responding to an active shooter incident.
(2) Pre-assessment and contingency planning that includes identification of potential targets within the jurisdiction.
(3) Implementation of an Incident Command System (ICS), including emergency protocols for a unified command 
structure for entities responding to an active shooter incident.
(4) Interagency communication issues and needs, including, but not limited to, radio interoperability and establishment 
of common language, terms, and definitions to be used on the scene of an active shooter incident.
(5) Identification of resources for responding to an active shooter incident, including, but not limited to, primary 
and secondary needs and hospitals.
(6) Tactical deployment of available resources for responding to an active shooter incident.
(7) Emergency treatment and extraction of persons injured in an active shooter incident.
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AB-1598 requires first responders to utilize collaborative 
training processes to optimize interoperability when 
responding to active shooter incidents.

SimTac City provides full 1598 compliance for
the tabletop training component.
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